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This sheet documents facts on issues of management, expenditure, accountability, information gathering and participation in the CSDF process and procedures in Montserrado County   


                                                                       



Access to News and Information on CSDF:

99% of respondent in Montserrado County have access to mobile phone 

90% of respondents in Montserrado County have access to mobile internet  

91% of citizens in Mointserrado received  CSDF news and information on the radio

 98% of respondent says the primary source of accessinggathering CSDF information is through radio talk shows 

Secondary sources of CSDF information gathering is through town hall meeting and town criers 








Purpose and Scope 
This fact sheet provides relevant information of the findings of a survey conducted on on the County Social Development Funds (CSDF). The purpose is to highlight key findings covering the core provision in the budget law that regulate management and implementation, citizen engagement and participation, transparency and accountability of the funds. The facts sheet also outline some basic recommendation that inform the decision and making, engagement and advocacy of various stakeholders such as civil society, community dwellers, election aspirants/candidates, local government actors, development partners and the media on the management and administration of the funds.,  expenditure, participation, transparency and accountability of the CSDF, its processes, projects and procedures. Particularly, Tthis paper covered information gathered and issueson issues relating to the management, expenditure, participation,n and transparency and accountability of the CSDF in Montserrado County. 

What is the County Social Development Funds (CSDF)

The CSDF is the combination of two development funds (County Development Funds provided by Government and Corporate Social Development Funds provided by concessions operating in a particular county). The purpose of the funds is to finance the implementation of community level social projects aim at improving infrastructural, access to basic social services and as well facilitate decentralization of national revenue. The CSDF is presided over at the national level by a Dedicated Fund Committee. In the counties, the CSDF is managed by the county administration and specifically by the Project Management Committee while at the district level, the Project Management Team is set up to help coordinate the project on the ground.

Summary Findings of the Perception Survey 
in tThe Management and Implementation of the CSDF
· 52.4% of Montserrado citizens are very unsatisfied with the management of the CSDF
· Beside the limited and irregular information from the radio, Iinformation on the CSDF is not readily available.  but received on radio in an irregular and inconsistent manner with other rRelevant information can only been revealed when there is disagreement between delegates during the of county sittings 
· Absence of former complaint mechanism on the CSDF is impeding redress to concerns, while the sources to seek redress on CSDF issues are however town chiefs, lawmakers and civil society organizations. are the sources of seeking redress on CSDF issues 
· 52.4% feel very excluded in the CSDF processes and procedures while 36.9 feel included 
· 46.4% of citizens say there was no change in the rate of development of the county since the introduction of the CSDF while 28.6% believe the differ but rate of development of the county was as much better 


Citizens Engagement with and Participation in the CSDF

· Citizens’ participation in the CSDF is poor due to lack of adequate provided for space influence by the National Budget law Section 9 on exclusion of civil society
· Civil society limited ability to inform, engage and advocate for improve management of CSDF is largely due to lack of formerly defined role in the processes and procedures describe in the budget law
· Many citizens feels excluded from the CSDF supposedly due to lack of civil society role in county sitting and other processes 
· Majority of the Ccitizens feels there i8s no change or impact of the CSDF because of poor supervision and monitoring
· Concessionaries rarely listen to citizen’s concerns on issues relating to the CSDF
· Local government officials are rarely available to listen to fears, complaints and concerns from citizens about the CSDF.
· CSOs/CBOs are unavailable to listens to the fears, complaints and concerns from citizens about the CSDF due to their exclusion and inability as a result of not being empower
· Civil society struggle to obtain accurate information about the CSDF from authorities to disseminate to citizens due to lack of transparency in the management and expenditure of CSDF 
· Civil society struggle as a result of with limited lack of human and financial resources to effectively carryout advocacy activities on CSDF in their communities and they rely on donor funding which is often not focused earmarked on for issues related to the CSDF


Transparency and Management of the CSDF
· Management ArchitectureDesign of the CSDF fail to achieve the aim for which it was established 
· Compare to the National Benefit Sharing Trust Board from the forestry sector managed by the FDA, the management of the CSDF is not working properly for several reasons 
1. Computing roles of the executive and legislature with respect to the administractive oversight of the management and the implementaion of the funds 
2. Confusion over the management framework use to administer the funds (National Budget law vs the Guideline for the management of the funds)
3. Politizing of the funds by the county legislative caucus through selection of political projects and delegates to the county sitting 
· Civil society and the media are not very actively involve with the following-up on the step by step processes of the implementation of the CSDF to ensure citizens are kept abreast with information on the usage of the CSDF 
· The CDF Guideline for the management of the CDF provided space for civil society participation in the County Development Management Committee while the National Budget law section 9 which is the legal basis of the CSDF doesn’t provide space for civil society which indicate an inconsistence between the legal policy framework
· County and national levels CSOs and NGOs feel that avenue for citizens inclusion in the CSDF processes and procedures are merely based on pretencepretense and are not demonstratedactively undermined in practice for the following reasons: because the 
· Resolutions that are generated decided at county sitting are brought to before national central government authorities before they are signed and adopted, rather than been signed in the presence front of the delegates of the county sitting  community dwellers who crafted them. 

Citizens Knowledge aAbout CSDF: 


50% of citizens in Mointserrado county feells that the purpose of the CSDFS is to promote Community Development ( construction of Roads, Schools and Hospitals). 


69% of citizens in Mointserrado County know that the County receives CSDF once a Year.


 51.2% of citizens in Mointserrado County are aware that the Superintendent directly controls the CSDF. 


The primary medium inhabitants in Montserrado County know  aboutknow about the CSDF is through Developmental activities in communities.


Majority of the town inhabitants go to the town Chief if they have problem with the CSDF. 



















Recommendations 
1. Base on the above issues as raised in this sheet, there is an urgent need to restructure the administrative and implementation processes of the CSDF through the revision and amendment revive of the National Budget law section 9
2. There is need for define civil society roles in all the processes and procedures of the CSDF 
3. Selection of county sitting delegates must be through direct community dwellers arrangement 
4. Need to constitute independent redress mechanism at the national and county levels involving all relevant stakeholders to address issues emerging from the implementation of the CSDF.
5. 
For more information, contact: 

     Tel: 231-880-727-429 or 231-880-304-775
Email: cuppadlinc@yahoo.com 
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